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Season’s Greetings!
Message from the SIA President
Welcome to the winter edition of CAER 
News. As 2006 draws to a close, the SIA 
Board members and I extend to you our 
very best wishes for a safe and happy 
holiday season. 

It has been a busy year for the SIA. Early in 2006, we 
announced improvements to our ability to communicate non-
routine activities at our members’ sites that the community 
may be curious about. With the expansion of the UPDATEline 
(ph: 1-866-653-9959), residents can call to hear messages 
about industry activities. This new feature complements our 
other communication activities. 

We’ve also been working with the Clean Air Strategic 
Alliance, Alberta Environment, area municipalities and a 
number of other stakeholders on development of the Alberta 
Central Airshed Society for the capital region. While this new 
multi-stakeholder group develops, the SIA continues to 
operate our established air monitoring network. The annual 
public report of this air monitoring program will be available in 
early spring. 

We also held three CAER Fairs this year – one at Capilano 
Mall, one supporting River Day at Rundle Park and one at 
Strathcona County Fire Station #1 in October. Nearly 2000 
people attended these events, learned about industry and 
enjoyed breakfast with the SIA. Please watch future editions 
of CAER News for dates and locations of CAER Fairs in 2007.

Curious about industry activity? 
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Owens Corning
There have been numerous changes 
at Owens Corning over the years, but 
none larger than the recent addition 
of a new state-of-the-art insulation 
forming process. The new process 
provides a safer work environment 
for employees while consuming 
less energy, reducing emissions and 
producing glass at far more efficient 
production rates. The project is a 
major investment in the future of the 
Edmonton Plant and its employees. 

Owens Corning’s Edmonton site 
produces fiberglass insulation products 
for the home building industry. Enough 
insulation is produced each day to 
insulate more than 200 average size 
new homes. Commercial products for 
such uses as mobile home application 
or noise dampening are also made at 
the Edmonton site. 

The insulation, with its trademark Pink 
Panther, can be found on shelves at 
Home Depot, Totem, local lumber 
suppliers, or it may be shipped 
directly to gypsum supply dealers. 
Approximately half of the Edmonton 
site’s production is shipped to the 
United States. 

Making Fiberglass Insulation 

Fine fibers of glass bonded together 
with resin are the building blocks for 
insulation. Traditional glass making 
process melts sand and adds other 
ingredients like soda ash and borax. 
Owens Corning uses sand from nearby 
Bruderheim and resin purchased from 
an Edmonton company. 

Environment Matters

Since 1998, Owens Corning has used 
recycled glass in the manufacturing 
process. Recycled material comes from 
Blue Box programs as well as recycled 
plate glass. The Owens Corning 
Edmonton Plant is proud to be one of 
the highest users of recycled glass in 
the industry.

On site, Owens Corning has several 
recycling programs including paper, 
cardboard, plastic film, steel, wood, 
batteries, fluorescent light bulbs, and 
beverage containers. Process and 
product waste is also recycled within 
the facility.

Community Ties

In its 45 years, Owens Corning has 
been involved in the local community. 
Many employees live in east Edmonton 
or Strathcona County. Some will tell 
you their mother or father worked 
here and now they do as well. They 
want to do their part to keep this plant 
viable for the future. Owens Corning’s 
customers are the community.

Through participation in SIA’s CAER 
(Community Awareness Emergency 
Response) Program, Owens Corning 
stays in touch with local residents. The 
company contributes to annual United 

QUICK FACTS

Way Campaigns, Corporate Challenge 
Games, and supports breast cancer 
awareness.

Owens Corning is a $6 billion 
global, industry leader with more 
than 20,000 employees worldwide. 
Headquartered in Toledo, Ohio, it 
conducts business in more than 30 
countries on six continents, including 
manufacturing sites, sales and 
research facilities, joint venture and 
licensee relationships.

Plant Opened: 1960

Employees: 140

Product: Fiberglass Insulation 

Markets: Local, North America 

Location: Yellowhead Trail & 
17th Street

New General Manager for SIA 
The Strathcona Industrial Association is pleased to 
announce that Gary Redmond has been appointed its 
new General Manager. Redmond takes over from Randy 
Bignell, who served the Association from 2004 – 2006.

Redmond’s background includes working with a 
variety of government, industry and non-governmental 
organizations. In February, 2006, Gary became Synergy 
Alberta’s inaugural Executive Director and recently 

completed more than two years as the Executive Director with the Capital 
Region Emergency Preparedness Partnership.

Previously, Gary was with Alberta Municipal Affairs as an Emergency 
Management Officer and served more than a decade with the Red Cross in 
various roles, including National Disaster Services Coordinator, Regional Director 
of Central and Northern Alberta, and delegate with the International Red Cross 
in former Yugoslavia. 

“The SIA board is very impressed with Gary’s experience and knowledge, and 
we are pleased that he has accepted the position as General Manager of the 
Association,” says SIA President, Gary Ryan. 



Winter Sports Safety 
Make sure your children are safe when they toboggan 
and skate. Children can strangle on a cord or scarf. Use 
a neck warmer instead of a scarf. Take the cords and 
drawstrings off their clothes.

SAFETY TIPS
• Keep children warm. Dress your children in layers. 

Make sure their heads and necks are covered by a 
hat and a neck warmer. Watch for frostbite!

• On sunny days, put sunscreen on their skin.

• Check your children’s equipment to make sure that 
it fits and is in good condition.

When tobogganing or sledding:

• Make sure your children wear a helmet.

• Choose a hill that is away from roads and parking 
lots. There should be no rocks, trees, fences or 
other dangers in the path.

• Teach your children to slide down the middle of the 
hill, climb up the side and watch up the hill.

• Teach them to move out of the way quickly when 
they get to the bottom.

When skating:

• Children should wear a helmet.

• If you skate on lakes or rivers make sure the ice 
is smooth and at least 10 centimetres or 4 inches 
thick. Never skate near open water.

• Children should skate in the same direction and at 
the same speed as the crowd.

• Skaters who cannot keep up with the crowd should 
move to the side.

• When playing hockey, only wear a CSA certified 
helmet. Replace hockey helmets at least every 
5 years.

For more information contact Product Safety, 

Health Canada, at:

Edmonton, Alberta (780) 495-2626
Calgary, Alberta (403) 292-4677
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Strathcona CAER Fair 
On October 14th, some 700 residents 
in Strathcona County joined the SIA and 
Strathcona County Emergency Services 
for the Community Awareness Emergency 
Response (CAER) Fair. “CAER Fairs provide 
an opportunity for the community to learn 
about industry, our safety practices, and how 
we work together for emergency response 
planning and air quality monitoring,” says 
Brenda Gheran, CAER Program Manager. 

Gold Bar Wastewater Treatment Plant is 50!
Edmonton’s Gold Bar Wastewater Treatment Plant, provider of wastewater treatment for household and 
industrial customers in Edmonton and the Capital Region’s southern sector (e.g. Leduc, Beaumont, Nisku) 
celebrates the 50th anniversary of its official opening on November 29th. Opened by Mayor William Hawrelak 
back on that day in 1956, the plant was initially designed for a population of 250,000. 

Gold Bar has come a long way in five decades, not only in serving a much larger population -- more than 
740,000 residents in the region -- but in various other respects. By the mid 1990’s, for example, more stringent 
regulatory requirements coming into play started Gold Bar on a multi-year upgrade from secondary to tertiary 
level treatment, improving the quality of treated water entering the river. Whether it’s removing phosphorus 
and ammonia biologically (i.e. using microorganisms already present in wastewater), or disinfecting using 
high intensity UV light, the plant has managed to preserve a reputation for treating wastewater “naturally” 
-- without chemicals in other words. No mean accomplishment considering the volumes treated would fill an 
Olympic size pool over one hundred times a day.

Today’s Gold Bar, consistently among the nation’s top three wastewater plants, is not resting on its laurels. In 
January 2006, it opened the largest industrial water re-use facility – a membrane filtration plant. In partnership 
with Petro-Canada, this new facility processes a portion of the plant’s overall treated wastewater volume to 
produce high-grade process water for the refinery. Others benefit from this public/private partnership, such as 
the parks along the 5.5 km pipeline route that access this water for refreshing lakes and irrigation. 

Another major development at the plant is the opening in 2003 of the Wastewater Research and Training 
Facility, part of the Edmonton Waste Management Centre of Excellence (www.ewmce.com). As a hub for 
advanced and applied wastewater research, it is attracting growing international attention, continuing to 
maintain Gold Bar’s reputation as a world class facility. If you would like a close up view of what all Gold Bar 
Wastewater Treatment Plant has to offer, public tours are available by calling 496-4322.




